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calling me, and I was afraid: I considered the work which was enjoined
me, and I trembled. For what proportion is there between the burden
assigned to me and my weakness, this elevation and my nothingness?
What is more to be feared than exaltation without merit, the exercise of
the most holy functions being intrusted to one who is buried in sin?
0 you who have laid upon me this heavy burden, bear it with me, I
beseech you: be you my guide and my support: give me strength, you
who have called me to the work; who have laid this heavy burden on
my shoulders."

A heart thus empty of itself could not fail to be supported and directed
by the divine grace.    He was called to the government of the church in
the most difficult times, and he diligently applied himself without delay
to cultivate the great field committed to his care, and especially to pluck
up the weeds of errors and to root out the thorns of vices wherever they
appeared.   He never intermitted to preach to his people with great zeal;
which he often mentions as the most indispensable duty of pastors, and
the constant practice of his predecessors.1   A hundred and one sermons,
preached by this pope on the principal festivals of the year, are now extant.
He often inculcates in them the'practice of holy fasting and alms-deeds,
as good works which ought to be joined and support each other.    We
have among his works nine sermons on the fast of the tenth month, or
of Ember-days   in  December,    He says the church has instituted the
Ember-days in the four seasons of the year to sanctify each season by a
fast:2 also to pay to God a tribute of thanksgiving for the fruits and other
blessings which we continually receive from his bounty:3 and to arm us
constantly against the devil.    He sets forth the obligation of alms, which
is so great that for this alone God gives riches, and not to be hoarded up
or lavished in superfluities:  and at the last day he seems in his sentence
chiefly to recompense this virtue and to punish the neglect of it, to show
us how much alms-deeds are the key of heaven and of all other graces.4
He says this obligation binds all persons, though it is not to be measured
by what a man has, but by the heart;  for all men are bound to have the
same benevolence and desire of relieving others,5   That the rich are obliged
to seek out the bashful poor, who are to be assisted without being put to
the blush in receiving.6   He shows the institution of Collects or gatherings
for the poor to be derived from the apostles, and ever to have been con-
tinued in the church for the relief of the indigent.7   He surpasses himself
in sentiment and eloquence whenever he speaks of the sweetness of the
divine love which is displayed to us in the mystery of the incarnation of
the Son of God.    His one hundred and forty-one epistles are wholly
employed in treating on important subjects of discipline and faith, and
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